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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

Ryde  Borough  Council 

Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  circumstances  for  the  year  1962,  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  the  direction  of  the  Minister  of  Health,  having 
special  regard  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1/63. 

STATISTICS 

General 

This  was  a  year  remarkable  for  low  rainfall  but  not  for 
the  number  of  hours  of  sunshine. 

Vital 

There  was  a  reversal  of  the  downward  trend  in  population 
with  an  estimated  increase  of  250  over  last  year. 

There  were  2  fewer  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  this  year  giving  lower  mortality  rates. 

The  figures  for  England  and  Wales  issued  by  the  Registrar 
General  for  1962  show  a  further  definite  drop  in  infant 
mortality  and  stillbirths,  bringing  both  rates  to  new  low 
records.  These  rates  have  now  fallen  every  year  for  the  past 
eight  years.  In  the  last  four  years  alone  the  infant  mortality 
rate  has  been  cut  by  7  per  cent  and  the  stillbirth  rate  by  14 
per  cent. 

Commenting  on  the  figures  on  18th  January  1963,  Mr. 
Enoch  Powell,  Minister  of  Health,  said,  “This  is  excellent 
news.  Loss  of  life  at  birth  and  in  infancy  is  lower  in  this 
country  today  than  it  has  ever  been  before.  Even  against 
the  background  of  a  general  rise  in  standards  of  living  and  of 
parental  knowledge,  these  results  could  not  have  been  achieved 
but  for  the  efforts  of  all  concerned  in  our  maternity  services, 
both  hospital  and  domiciliary,  and  not  least  of  all  our  increas¬ 
ing  numbers  of  midwives. 

Among  countries  of  any  size,  only  Holland,  Norway, 
Sweden  and  Australia  have  appreciably  better  infant  mortality 
figures  than  ours;  but  we  are  closing  up  and  will  make  it  our 
aim  to  be  the  top  of  the  league  and  stay  there”. 
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It  is  perhaps  pertinent  comment  that  the  countries 
mentioned  have  a  much  higher  percentage  of  hospital  con¬ 
finements. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  no  maternal  death. 

Causes  of  Death 

Although  it  is  doubtful  if  there  is  any  statistical  signifi¬ 
cance,  the  local  figures  for  death  due  to  coronary  heart  disease 
and  cancer  of  the  lung  do  not  show  the  national  upward  trend. 

Deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  continue  to  be  few, 
only  one  such  death  being  recorded  this  year. 

I  am  always  sad  to  record  deaths  from  motor  vehicle 
accidents  (2),  all  other  accidents  (4),  and  suicide  (5). 

Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  and  other  Diseases 

A  large  number  of  cases  of  diarrhoea  and  vomiting 
occurred  during  the  summer  followed  by  “the  winter  vomiting 
disease’ ’  in  October  to  December.  In  both  outbreaks  the 
cause  was  undetermined.  Food,  water,  sanitation  and  ventila¬ 
tion  were  all  examined  without  result.  Specimens  of  human 
origin,  which  were  few  and  difficult  to  come  by  in  view  of  the 
sudden  onset,  and  the  short  duration  of  the  diseases,  were  all 
negative. 

The  former  disease  must  be  suspected  as  dysentery  and  the 
latter  is  probably  a  virus  disease. 

Outbreaks  of  winter  vomiting  have  occurred  for  at  least 
the  past  four  years  and  seem  to  start  in  the  South  of  England. 

Three  persons  infected  with  Smallpox  entered  the  country 
on  separate  occasions  between  the  16th  and  the  25th  Decem¬ 
ber  1961.  In  each  case  the  infected  person  travelled  by  air 
from  the  stricken  city  of  Karachi  in  Pakistan,  where  over  250 
deaths  from  the  disease  were  caused  by  a  serious  epidemic, 
and  entered  the  country  before  evidence  of  the  disease  was 
present.  Each  had  a  certificate  of  revaccination.  Two  of 
the  immigrants  died.  The  resultant  epidemic  on  the  main¬ 
land  focused  the  public’s  attention  on  vaccination,  causing  a 
great  demand  for  it  up  and  down  the  country.  Against  the 
advice  of  the  Ministry  and  prudent  Medical  Officers  of  Health, 
mass  vaccination  was  adopted  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 

Stringent  measures  taken  by  port  health  authorities  and 
contacts  found,  vaccinated  and  placed  under  surveillance 
brought  the  epidemic  to  a  close. 

Of  the  24  United  Kingdom  residents  who  died,  none  had 
been  vaccinated  or  revaccinated  within  the  previous  three 
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years,  except  eight,  who  were  vaccinated  or  revaccinated 
after  contact  with  smallpox. 

If  evidence  is  needed  on  the  value  of  vaccination  this  is  it 
and  yet  vaccination  in  childhood  still  has  the  lowest  accep¬ 
tance  rate  of  all  the  vaccinational  procedures. 

No  cases  of  smallpox  occurred  on  the  Island  but  one  was 
kept  busy  on  routine  follow-up  of  contacts  and  the  medical 
examination  of  suspected  cases. 

No  cases  of  acute  poliomyelitis  were  notified  for  the  fifth 
successive  year.  The  number  of  cases  in  England  and  Wales 
was  lower  than  it  has  been  for  nearly  half  a  century.  Notifi¬ 
cations  totalled  325. 

Since  poliomyelitis  was  made  notifiable  in  1912  only  once, 
in  1918,  have  fewer  cases  been  notified.  In  1947,  when  the 
disease  assumed  epidemic  proportions,  there  were  more  than 
7,000  cases  and  in  1955,  the  year  before  the  vaccination 
campaign  began,  there  were  over  6,000  cases. 

Following  the  campaign,  more  than  18  million  people  in 
England  and  Wales  have  been  vaccinated. 

The  Minister  of  Health  issued  a  statement  in  which  he 
said,  “Local  authorities,  the  doctors  and  everyone  concerned 
are  to  be  congratulated  but  the  new  low  record  is  no  reason 
to  let  up  on  vaccinations. 

Poliomyelitis  can  always  stage  a  comeback  if  the  people 
under  forty  who  are  still  unprotected  do  not  get  themselves 
vaccinated  and  if  the  vaccination  of  infants  and  children  is 
allowed  to  fall  off". 

Apart  from  measles,  very  few  cases  of  infectious  disease 
were  notified. 

Infectious  diseases  in  England  and  Wales  were  less 
prevalent  than  usual,  the  incidence  of  whooping  cough  being 
exceptionally  low.  The  notifications  of  scarlet  fever,  acute 
pneumonia,  typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fever  were  also  below 
the  level  of  recent  years.  Notifications  of  diphtheria  showed  a 
fall  after  being  at  a  fairly  constant  level  during  the  past  four 
years  and  were  the  lowest  ever  recorded. 

One  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  9  days  after  the 
event  and  consequently  too  late  for  effective  investigation. 

No  cases  of  brucellosis  came  to  my  notice  during  the  year 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  this  disease  is  not  notifiable. 
Three  notices  were  served  under  Section  20  of  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959,  requiring  that  no  raw 
milk  from  those  premises  should  be  sold  for  human  consump¬ 
tion  or  used  in  the  manufacture  of  products  for  human 
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consumption  unless  submitted  to  heat  treatment,  as  a  result 
of  positive  biological  tests  for  brucella  abortus.  As  a  conse¬ 
quence,  one  farmer  now  sends  all  his  milk  for  pasteurisation 
and  the  other  two  send  only  the  infected  milk  for  pasteurisa¬ 
tion. 

I  was  informed  by  the  local  office  of  the  Ministry  of 
Pensions  and  National  Insurance  that  Sickness  Benefit  claims 
for  the  week  ending  20th  January  were  350  per  cent  above  the 
normal  weekly  average,  represented  by  a  total  of  598  against 
the  usual  160. 

Enquiries  made  to  general  practitioners  disclosed  that 
some  two  thirds  of  this  total  were  due  to  cases  of  influenza 
and  bronchitis.  As  routine  the  presence  of  influenza  in  the 
districts  was  notified  to  a  Senior  Medical  Officer  at  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 

During  the  year  the  Council  adopted  byelaws  under 
Section  77  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1961,  to  regulate  stan¬ 
dards  of  hygiene  in  hairdressing  shops.  That  there  is  a 
potential  danger  of  spread  of  minor  conditions,  such  as  bods, 
which  nevertheless  cause  a  considerable  amount  of  pain  and 
disturbance,  is  evident  from  two  recent  surveys.  One  was 
carried  out  this  year  in  Australia  and  the  other  in  Glasgow  in 
1959.  The  surveys  showed  that  instruments,  towels  and  cloths 
with  inadequate  cleansing  and  sterilization  can  easily  spread 
staphylococci,  which  can  flourish  with  the  minor  skin  damage 
unavoidable  in  haircutting.  Codes  of  practice  were  issued 
to  all  proprietors  and  an  inspection  of  each  premises  was 
carried  out.  Conditions  were  found  to  be  generally  satis¬ 
factory. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  from  Southampton  visited 
the  Island  during  May,  June  and  July.  The  total  number  of 
persons  x-rayed  was  15,314  (14,471  in  1960).  The  number  of 
cases  of  significant  pulmonary  tuberculosis  discovered  was  37, 
giving  an  incidence  of  2.42  per  1,000  (7.12  per  1,000  in  1960). 
For  full  details  of  this  survey,  see  the  Report  of  the  Director, 
to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  above  information.  With  the 
support  of  the  public,  by  making  use  of  the  facilities  offered 
by  Mass  Radiography,  medical  science  is  at  present  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  to  completely  eliminate  tuberculosis  in  this  country. 

Removal  of  Persons  in  Need  of  Care  and  Attention 

No  action  was  required  this  year  under  Section  47  of  the 
National  Assistance  Act,  1948, 
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Housing 

During  the  year  an  application  to  the  Isle  of  Wight 
County  Council  for  the  payment  by  that  authority  of  an 
annual  contribution  under  Section  56  of  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Act,  1958,  towards  the  cost  of  the  provision  of  34  units 
of  accommodation  for  elderly  persons  at  “Treefields”,  Bin- 
stead  Road,  Ryde,  together  with  a  warden’s  bungalow,  was 
approved.  This  is  an  imaginative  scheme  designed  to 
accommodate  those  who  are  unable  to  manage  alone  in  accom¬ 
modation  normally  provided  for  old  persons  and  yet  do  not 
require  the  full  care  provided  at  a  County  Council’s  Guest 
House.  And  as  such  should  do  much  to  ease  the  pressure  of 
the  demand  for  places  in  the  Guest  Houses.  Many  old  people 
will  thus  be  able  to  lead  a  more  independent  and  satisfactory 
life. 

Fluoridation  of  Public  Water  Supplies 

The  Standing  Dental  Advisory  Committee  after  studying 
the  report,  “The  Conduct  of  the  Fluoridation  Studies  in  the 
United  Kingdom  and  the  Results  achieved  after  five  years”, 
advised  the  Minister  of  Health  “to  take  action  to  promote  the 
general  adoption  of  fluoridation  in  England  and  Wales  as  soon 
as  possible”. 

The  Minister  of  Health,  Mr.  Enoch  Powell,  announced  in 
Parliament  on  the  afternoon  of  the  10th  of  December  that  he 
will  approve  schemes  submitted  to  him  by  local  health 
authorities  for  arranging  with  water  undertakers  to  add 
fluoride  to  water  supplies  where  these  are  deficient  in  it. 

In  1959  five  Island  water  sources  were  analysed  and 
found  to  contain  from  0.10  to  0.20  fluoride  parts  per  million, 
which  would  necessitate  the  addition  of  fluoride  to  bring  the 
level  up  to  the  desired  concentration  of  one  part  per  million. 

It  has  been  shown  conclusively  that,  where  the  concen¬ 
tration  of  fluoride  is  raised  to  a  level  of  one  part  per  million, 
the  amount  of  dental  decay  in  children’s  teeth  is  reduced  by 
some  50  to  60  per  cent,  and  that  the  benefit  conferred  lasts 
well  into  middle  age. 

That  there  is  a  need  for  such  a  reduction  is  patently 
obvious  to  anyone  with  the  slightest  dental  experience. 

Exhaustive  scientific  evidence  has  shown  the  process  of 
fluoridation  to  be  completely  safe.  The  World  Health 
Organisation  stated,  “all  these  findings  fit  together  in  a 
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consonant  whole  that  constitutes  a  great  guarantee  of  safety; 
a  body  of  evidence  without  precedence  in  public  health 
procedures’'. 

Two  learned  judges  have  ruled  that  it  is  not  medication 
and  that  there  is  no  interference  with  personal  liberty.  One 
summed-up  thus,  “As  the  process  would  not  be  acceptable  if  it 
were  ineffective  or  hazardous,  any  objections  to  it  based  on 
personal  right  should  be  evaluated  as  objections  to  a  public 
health  measure  which  is  not  merely  beneficial  but  also  safe”. 

There  is  a  small  vocal  well  organised  minority  who  oppose 
this  measure.  I  deprecate  the  play  they  make  upon  people’s 
fears,  their  use  of  statements  taken  out  of  context  their 
selfishness  in  complaining  that  fluoridation  is  only  for  children, 
their  disregard  for  and  distortion  of  the  truth,  and  their  use 
of  that  objectionable  word  “fiuoridationists”.  Shall  we  be 
hearing  of  “vaccinationists”,  “pasteurisationists”,  “chlori- 
nationists”,  “notificationists”,  “nutritionists”,  “sanitation- 
ists”  etc.  etc.? 

Already  well  over  forty  million  people  throughout  the 
world  drink  water  to  which  fluoride  has  been  added  and  I  have 
no  doubt  the  process  will  be  adopted  eventually  in  this 
country. 

Medical  advances  have  been  opposed  in  the  past;  this  is 
nothing  new. 

The  cost  is  on  an  average  about  lOd.  per  head  per  year 
and  that  is  for  the  Island  less  than  a  Id.  rate. 

I  think  it  is  a  sad  reflection  on  the  times  that  were  these 
comments  on  fluoridation  adverse,  the  widest  publicity  would 
ensue. 


Health  Education 

Health  education  is  part  and  parcel  of  routine  daily  work. 
Stress  this  year  was  placed  upon  Smoking  and  Health  as  well 
as  the  hardy  annual  food  and  general  hygienes.  It  was, 
however,  decided  not  to  take  advantage  of  the  offer  made  by 
the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  of  a  visiting  mobile 
van  for  propogating  the  dangers  to  health  from  smoking. 
Apart  from  doubts  about  the  efficacy  of  this  method  it  was 
thought  that  an  approach  to  the  prime  target,  youth,  would 
be  better  made  by  the  local  health  authority. 

During  the  year  I  gave  13  talks  on  health  topics  to 
various  organisations  and  bodies. 
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Conferences  and  Courses 

I  attended  the  annual  conference  held  by  the  Royal 
Society  for  the  promotion  of  Health  at  Scarborough.  This 
was  the  first  I  had  attended  and  I  found  it  to  be  a  stimulating 
and  worthwhile  experience. 

New  Legislation 

The  new  statutes  passed  during  1962  had  little  direct 
significance  in  regard  to  public  health.  This  was  not  un¬ 
expected  following  a  year  when  four  statutes,  of  considerable 
importance  to  public  health,  had  become  law. 

The  Landlord  and  Tenant  Act  1962  contains  provisions  in 
regard  to  the  provision  of  rent  books  and  ownership  of 
properties  which  will  be  of  assistance  to  public  health 
departments. 

The  only  statutory  instrument  of  direct  importance  to 
public  health  departments  was  the  Food  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations  1962  which  made  minor  amendments  to  the  1960 
Regulations. 

There  were  however  a  considerable  number  of  statutory 
instruments  affecting  Food  and  Drugs  authorities. 

Staff 

There  were  no  staff  changes  during  the  year. 
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JOHN  D.  RUSSELL 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


STATISTICS 


GENERAL 


Area  in  acres 

No.  of  inhabited  dwellings  according  to 
books  (as  at  31/3/63)  ...  ...  ... 

Rateable  value  (as  at  1/4/63) 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  (1962/63) 

Rainfall 

Sunshine  ... 


7,876 

rate 

...  7,383 

£310,682 
...  £1,254 

26.73  inches 
1,741.1  hours 


(2)  VITAL 

Population  (Registrar’s  Figure) 

Births  M.  F. 

No.  of  live  legitimate  births  132  127 

No.  of  live  illegitimate  births  9  12 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident 
population 

Comparative  factor  (births) 

Comparative  Birth  Rate 

Live  Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales  ... 

T otal  live  and  still  births  ... 

M.  F. 

No.  of  legitimate  stillbirths  5  2 

No.  of  illegitimate  stillbirths  —  — 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births 
Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live 
births 

Deaths  M.  F. 

Total  number  of  deaths  149  119 

Death  rate  per  1,600  of  the  estimated  resident 
population 

Comparative  factor  (deaths) 

Comparative  death  rate 
Death  rate  England  and  Wales  ... 

No.  of  deaths  of  legitimate  M.  F. 

infants  under  1  year  of  age  4  1 

No.  of  deaths  of  illegitimate 
infants  under  1  year  of  age  1 
Death  rate  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Death  rate  legitimate  infants  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births  ... 

Death  rate  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births 


19,690 


259 

21 


14.2 
108 

15.3 
18.0 
280 


7 

Nil 

24.4 


7.5 


268 


13.6 

0.76 

10.3 

11.9 


1 

21.4 

19.3 

47.6 
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Statistics — C  ontinued 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (England  and  Wales  ...  21.4 

Neo  Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  live  births  14.3 
Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  10.7 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  34.8 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  abortion)  ...  ...  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  live  and  still 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Cause  Male  Female 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

l 

(i) 

— 

(-) 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

(-) 

— 

(— ) 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Diphtheria 

— 

(-) 

- - 

(-) 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

(-) 

• - 

(-) 

Meningococcal  infections 

— • 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Measles  ... 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

(i) 

(3) 

— 

(-) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

5 

1 

(3) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

11 

(9) 

— 

(3) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

(-) 

5 

(8) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

" 

(-) 

4 

(4) 

neoplasms  ... 

11 

(16) 

7 

(If,) 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

Q 

o 

(-) 

m 

— 

(— ) 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

(— ) 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

21 

(13) 

21 

(36) 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

26 

(36) 

16 

(22) 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

(5) 

9 

jLi 

(3) 

Other  heart  disease 

20 

(30) 

32 

(32) 

Other  circulatory  disease 

5 

(•r>) 

8 

(7) 

Influenza 

— 

(-) 

(•r>) 

— 

(-) 

(2) 

Pneumonia 

9 

5 

Bronchitis 

7 

(6) 

4 

(3) 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

5 

(1) 

2 

(1) 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

4 

(1) 

— 

(-) 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

4 

(1) 

— 

(-) 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

(-) 

— 

(1) 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

(H 

— 

(-) 
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Causes  of  Death — Continued. 
Congenital  malformations 

2 

(2) 

(i) 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

15 

(5) 

5 

(10) 

(-) 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

(3) 

— 

All  other  accidents 

1 

(4) 

3 

(4) 

Suicide  ... 

1 

(2) 

4 

(2) 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

All  Causes 

149  (151) 

119 

(157) 

N.B. — Figures  for  1961  are  entered  in  brackets. 


Prevalence  of  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


Di»c«se. 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

1 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection... 

— 

— 

— 

Meningitis  (Unspecified)... 

— - 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

Acute  Encephalitis  (In- 

' 

” 

'  ' 

fective)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

103 

4 

— 

Whooping  Cough 
Ophthalmia 

1 

— 

— 

Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

2 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

— 

— 

Malaria 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

■  1 

■ 

1 

(Paralytic) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

" 

■ 

(Non-Paralytic) 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 
Tuberculosis 

5 

2 

1 

(Meninges  &  C.N.S.) 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  (Other) 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

114 

1  6 

1 

Age  at  Date  of  Notification 
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Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks 

Total  number  of  outbreaks 
Number  of  cases 
Number  of  deaths 


Infectious  and  Other  Diseases  Return  from 
Head  Teachers  of  Schools 


Mumps 
Chicken  Pox 
Measles 

German  Measles 
Impetigo 


1 

132 

1 

91 

1 


226 


1 

1 

Nil 


Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Acts,  1944 

Number  of  samples  taken  during  1962  ...  ...  60 

Number  of  samples  found  to  be  T.B.  positive  ...  Nil 

Number  of  samples  in  which  Brucella  Abortus  was 

X  m  vv  ICv  l/V  vl  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •  •  •  U 


Tuberculosis,  1962 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

AGE  PERIODS 

CO 

IS 

4-» 

o 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

JS 

•M 

o 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

h 

M 

F 

M 

F 

h 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0  and  under 

1  ,, 

5  „ 

1 

C 

1 

1 

D 

10 

10  ,, 

15 

15  „ 

20 

3 

1 

2 

20  „ 

25 

25  „ 

35 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35  „ 

45 

2 

1 

1 

45  ,, 

55 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55  „ 

65 

1 

1 

65  ft  t , 

75  and  over 

75 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

... 

♦12 

6 

5 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

♦This  total  includes  6  transfers  from  the  Mainland, 
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Table  showing  the  number  of  new  cases  and  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  during  the  period  1952-1962. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulm. 

Non. -Pulm. 

Total 

Pulm. 

Non. -Pulm. 

Total 

1952 

...  13 

15 

28 

2 

1 

3 

1953 

...  10 

9 

19 

2 

— 

2 

1954 

...  16 

2 

18 

3 

— 

3 

1955 

...  4 

5 

9 

— 

1 

1 

1956 

...  6 

2 

8 

2 

— 

2 

1957 

...  15 

1 

16 

— 

— 

— 

1958 

...  11 

1 

12 

2 

— 

2 

1959 

...  12 

3 

15 

1 

• — 

1 

I960 

...  17 

_ 

17 

2 

— 

2 

1961 

...  9 

— 

9 

1 

— 

1 

1962 

...  11 

1 

12 

1 

— 

1 

Child  Welfare  Clinics 


Name  of  Clinic  Place  where  held 
Ryde  ...  Well  Street 


Binstead 
St.  Helens 

Seaview 


The  Institute 

Lower  Green  Methodist  Sun¬ 
day  School 

Methodist  Sunday  School 


How  often  held 
*  Every  Wednesday  and 
Friday  2.30 — 4.30  p.m. 
Every  Tuesday,  2.30  p.m. 
Fourth  Thursday,  2.30  p.m. 

First  Monday,  2.30  p.m. 


*  Doctor  in  attendance 
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Factories  Act,  1937. 

Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of  the 
Year  1962,  for  the  Borough  of  Ryde,  in  the  County  of  the 

Isle  of  Wight. 


Part  I  of  the  Act 

1. — Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

10 

2 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

112 

49 

4 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

Total 

122 

51 

5 

— 

15 


2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Number  of  ca; 

ses  in  wh 

ich  defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Ref 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

srred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

Unreasonable  tempera¬ 
ture  (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(5.4) . 

. 

_ 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) . 

_ _ __ 

_ 

. 

_ 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7) . 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

1 

_ _ 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective . 

8 

2 

— 

7 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

Total 

10 

3 

— 

9 

— 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 


To  the  Mayor ,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 
Ryde  Borough  Council 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  thirteenth  Annual 
Report,  permission  having  again  been  given  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  present  it  as  a  separate  part  of  his  Report. 

It  will  be  seen  by  those  who  read  on,  and  who  have  read 
my  previous  Reports,  that  I  am  again  following  previous 
practice  in  that  this  Report  is  set  out  in  four  sections,  in  which 
an  overall  picture  of  the  year’s  work  is  contained.  Generally, 
the  year  under  review  has  been  uneventful,  being  one  of 
routine  work,  since  there  have  been  no  outstanding  projects 
carried  out  for  the  advancement  of  the  Borough’s  standards  of 
health  and  hygiene,  nor  were  there  any  events  reflecting 
adversely  on  the  standards  which  already  exist. 

Section  I — The  need  for  improved  drainage  and  sewage 
disposal  in  the  Fishbourne  and  Kitehill  districts  has  continued 
to  occupy  the  Council’s  attention,  but,  so  far,  the  prepared 
schemes  have  been  held  up  by  the  difficulty  in  finding  a 
suitable  site  for  a  sewerage  disposal  works. 

I  am  also  able,  after  a  full  year’s  operation  of  the  rodent 
control  service  under  my  Department’s  control,  to  give  a 
satisfactory  report,  both  as  regards  the  work  carried  out  and 
the  cost  of  this  service. 

After  lengthy  negotiations  with  all  interested  parties,  an 
agreed  set  of  licence  conditions  for  caravan  sites  has  been 
approved  by  the  Council,  and  the  owners  of  sites  in  the 
Borough  are  very  actively  co-operating  to  bring  their  sites  up 
to  the  required  standard  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  that  they 
can  apply  for  permanent  licences. 

Section  II — The  Slum  Clearance  Programme  has  only 
made  limited  progress  in  1962,  chiefly  because  the  Council’s 
programme  of  house  building  was  very  limited,  and  only  three 
houses  were  built  for  the  re-housing  of  displaced  families. 
Formal  action  has  been  largely  confined  to  dealing  with  unfit 
properties  as  and  when  they  have  become  vacant,  thus 
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avoiding  any  re-liousing.  Whilst  the  Council’s  Slum  Clear¬ 
ance  Programme  is  one  in  which  individual  unfit  properties 
will  be  dealt  with,  the  Public  Health  Committee  have  agreed 
in  principle  that  an  area  in  Oakfield  bounded  by  High  Street, 
School  Street  and  Reed  Street  could  be  one  which  should  be 
redeveloped. 

Section  III — The  numerous  food  premises  in  the  Borough 
have  in  general  maintained,  and  in  many  instances  improved, 
their  general  standards  of  hygiene,  and  they  have  given  no 
cause  for  complaints  by  the  residents.  Whilst  I  do  not 
consider  that  all  premises  have  reached  an  optimum  standard, 
proprietors  and  managers  generally  have  endeavoured  to 
maintain  the  food  hygiene  standards  appertaining  to  their 
premises. 

Section  IV  (Miscellaneous)  is  included  to  set  out  the 
several  miscellaneous  duties  carried  out  by  the  Health 
Department  which  are  not  included  in  the  Public  Health 
Officers  Regulations. 

Where  figures  subsequently  appear  in  brackets,  they 
refer  to  the  previous  year. 

May  I,  in  concluding  these  general  comments,  thank  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for 
their  support  on  all  occasions  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
other  Chief  Officers  and  all  members  of  the  staff  for  their  help 
and  co-operation.  You  will  be  aware  that  my  Assistant, 
Mr.  Jordan  has  had  more  than  his  share  of  ill  health  for  a 
number  of  years  past.  During  the  summer  he  made  a  difficult 
decision,  and  underwent  a  major  operation,  which,  I  am  very 
pleased  to  say,  has  proved  completely  successful,  and  he  is 
now  restored  to  good  health.  My  thanks  go  to  him  for  so 
adequately  coping  with  all  the  general  duties  in  the  town  area, 
also  to  Miss  Boyce  for  her  duties  in  the  office,  and  to  Mr. 
Goble,  who  has  effectively  handled  all  matters  concerning 
rodent  destruction. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

STANLEY  DUNMORE 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 
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Section  I — Sanitary  Circumstances 


Complaints 

182  (279)  general  complaints  were  received  and  dealt 

with  during  the  year.  This  figure  does  not  include  com¬ 
plaints  concerning  rodent  infestations. 

Water  Supply 

Throughout  the  year,  an  adequate  supply  of  pure  and 
wholesome  water  has  been  supplied  by  the  I.W.  Water  Board 
throughout  the  Borough.  The  bulk  of  the  water  came  from 
the  Knighton  and  Ashey  waterworks,  supplemented  by 
supplies  to  the  eastern  areas  of  the  Borough  from  the  Sandown 
waterworks  when  necessary. 

97  routine  samples  were  taken  from  the  mains  by  the 
Board’s  Inspectors,  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  exam¬ 
ination,  of  which  96  were  satisfactory,  indicating  a  high  degree 
of  purity. 

Reports  of  chemical  analyses  of  the  two  principal  sources 
are  as  follows: — 

Knighton  Chalk  Sandown  Pumping 
Well  Station 

18.11.62  13.2.62 

Clear  and  bright  Faint  opalescence 


Source  of  Sample 


Date  taken 
Appearance 


Odour 

Nil 

Not  abnormal 

Taste 

Normal 

Not  abnormal 

Reaction 

pH  7.4 

pH  7.6 

Parts  per 

Parts  per 

million 

million 

Total  solid  residue 

360 

260 

dried  at  180°C 

Suspended  Solids 

Nil 

Nil 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

0.06 

0.07 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0.06 

0.15 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

0.82 

7.0 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Nil 

Nil 

Chlorine  present  as 

34 

40 

chloride 

Oxygen  absorbed, 

0.25 

0.80 

4  hrs.  at  27°C 

Hardness 

Carbonate 

(temporary) 

182 

72 

19 


Parts  per  Parts  per 


Non-carbonate 

million 

million 

(permanent) 

58 

70 

Total 

Metals 

240 

142 

Lead 

0.02 

Nil 

Copper  less 

than  0.01 

Nil 

Zinc 

0.6 

Nil 

Iron 

0.16 

Nil 

Residual  Chlorine 

Nil 

0.03 

Sandown  Pumping  Station 

Phenolic  Substances  Absent  (negative  when  tested  to 

a  limit  of  1  part  in  50  million) 
Chlorphenolic  Substances  Absent  by  taste  (the  sample  is 

superior  in  taste  to  a  water 
containing  1  part  chlorophenol 
in  50  million) 

The  supplies  are  not  considered  to  be  liable  to  plumbo- 
solvent  action. 

No  contamination  of  supplies  has  occurred. 

There  are  no  stand-pipes  supplying  houses  in  the 
Borough. 

It  is  not  possible  to  give  the  number  of  existing  premises 
connected  to  the  main  supply  during  the  year,  as  the  Board’s 
statistics  do  not  differentiate  between  connections  to  new 
properties  and  existing  properties. 

Drainage  Matters 

The  bulk  of  the  Borough’s  foul  drainage  and  much  of  its 
surface  water  continues  to  be  discharged  into  the  Solent  well 
beyond  low  water,  and,  except  under  abnormal  weather  con¬ 
ditions,  it  is  all  carried  by  strong  currents  eastwards  into  the 
open  sea.  However,  the  Council  are  not  prepared  to  accept 
this  method  indefinitely,  and  it  is  their  eventual  intention  that 
there  shall  be  no  untreated  sewage  from  the  Borough  dis¬ 
charging  into  the  sea,  and  schemes  towards  this  end  have  been 
formulated,  and  progress  is  being  made. 

The  Wootton  and  Kitehill  districts  will  be  sewered  as  soon 
as  a  suitable  site  for  a  purification  works  can  be  found,  the 
proposal  to  link  up  with  the  Newport  Borough’s  scheme  for 
Wootton  having  had  to  be  dropped.  A  site  for  a  purification 
works  for  the  sewage  of  the  Binstead  district  is  to  be  sought, 
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and  negotiations  are  in  hand  for  the  acquisition  of  land  for  a 
pumping  station  at  the  old  gas-works,  and  land  for  a  large 
purification  works  south  of  the  town,  which  will  treat  all  the 
sewage  now  discharged  through  outfalls  along  the  town’s  fore¬ 
shore.  Schemes  for  removing  large  amounts  of  surface  water 
from  the  sewers  are  nearing  completion,  these  being  a  neces¬ 
sary  preliminary  to  the  aforementioned  sewerage  plans. 

The  purification  plants  at  St.  Helens  and  Havenstreet 
have  dealt  satisfactorily  with  the  sewage  there. 

Alterations  or  new  drainage  works  relative  to  existing 
buildings  are  supervised  by  myself  or  Mr.  Jordan.  40  such 
works  have  been  supervised,  including  six  which  necessitated 
action  under  Section  24,  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  Council’s  mechanical  emptier  dealt  with  septic 
tanks  and  cesspools  in  those  areas  in  the  Borough  not  served 
by  a  sewerage  system. 

Public  Cleansing 

This  service  is  operated  by  the  Borough  Surveyor.  All 
districts  in  the  Borough  receive  at  least  a  once-weekly  collec¬ 
tion,  and  a  trade  refuse  collection  service  is  also  provided. 

As  to  be  expected,  the  yearly  volume  of  refuse  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  rise,  and  an  estimated  11,950  tons  was  collected  and 
dumped  at  the  Nettlestone  tip.  There  were  no  changes  in 
the  methods  of  collection  of  domestic  refuse.  A  revised  scale 
of  charges  was  adopted  in  respect  of  trade  refuse.  The  tip 
received  regular  checks  by  the  Rodent  Operative,  and,  during 
the  summer,  exposed  surfaces  of  refuse  received  regular 
spraying  with  suitable  insecticides. 

The  demand  for  salvagable  materials  from  refuse  has 
continued  to  decline,  and  salvage  at  the  tip  was  confined  to 
waste  paper,  which  produced  £570. 

Infectious  Disease 

This  matter,  which  in  earlier  times  was  a  major  activity  of 
any  Health  Department,  and  which,  of  course,  can  be  to-day 
if  an  outbreak  of  one  of  the  now  rare  virulent  diseases  occurs, 
gives  almost  no  cause  for  comment,  since  during  the  year 
under  review  there  was  no  significant  infectious  disease. 
The  Council’s  old  steam  disinfecting  plant  has  been  dismantled, 
and  it  was  not  necessary  to  use  the  disinfecting  facilities 
available  at  Fairlee  Isolation  Hospital. 


Caravans  and  Camping 

No  new  caravan  or  tentage  camping  sites  have  come  into 
operation  during  the  year,  and  the  licensed  seasonal  sites  have 
been  satisfactorily  operated.  There  are  no  sites  licensed  for 
permanently  occupied  caravans. 

After  lengthy  negotiations  with  all  interested  parties,  a 
set  of  licence  conditions  as  required  by  the  Caravan  Sites  and 
Control  of  Development  Act,  1960,  have  been  agreed  and 
adopted  by  the  Council.  Local  site  owners  have  been  advised 
concerning  these  conditions,  and  are  now  actively  engaged 
with  such  improvements  as  are  outstanding,  in  order  that  they 
may  apply  for  permanent  licences.  When  completed,  all 
sites  will  be  equipped  with  hard  standing  for  caravans,  flush 
toilets,  wash-basins,  baths  and  laundry  facilities.  In  addition 
caravans  will  have  separate  main  drainage,  and  mains  gas  and / 
or  electricity  in  each. 

There  are  five,  comparatively  small,  licensed  tentage 
sites,  and  several  unlicensed  sites  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
Borough  which  were  used  for  short  periods,  mainly  by  well- 
equipped  camping  organisations. 

Swimming  Pools 

There  are  no  public  swimming  pools  in  the  Borough — 
there  are  two  privately-owned  pools  at  Warners’  Puckpool  and 
St.  Clare  Camps,  and  a  covered,  heated  pool  at  the  new  Nodes 
Holiday  Centre,  and  the  three  have  adequate  filtration  and 
chlorination  plants,  which  are  efficiently  operated.  During 
the  summer,  Messrs.  Warners  again  permitted  their  pools  to 
be  used  by  children  of  local  schools  and  by  several  other 
organisations. 

Four  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination, 
only  one  of  which  was  unsatisfactory,  contamination  having 
been  caused  by  decomposing  vegetation,  which  was  promptly 
dealt  with. 

Vermin 

(a)  Nowadays  the  destruction  of  various  insect  vermin 
creates  few  problems  locally,  and  such  cases  as  have  occurred 
have  been  effectively  dealt  with  by  using  liquid  insecticides, 
powders  and/or  residual  smoke  generators.  Several  flea 
infestations  occurred  in  premises  occupied  by  old  persons, 
who,  for  one  reason  or  another,  no  longer  maintained  a  good 
state  of  cleanliness.  Twelve  cockroach  infestations  were 
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reported,  and  provided  the  most  difficulty  in  achieving  effec¬ 
tive  results.  A  total  of  28  (36)  various  infestations  were  dealt 
with. 

(b)  The  rodent  destruction  service  has  completed  its  first 
full  year,  and,  as  I  forecast  in  my  last  year’s  Report,  it  has 
operated  very  successfully  at  a  cost  of  approximately  £500  on 
the  rates,  which  is  less  than  half  the  cost  before  the  service 
came  under  the  control  of  the  Health  Department.  The 
necessary  work  was  solely  and  efficiently  carried  out  by  Mr. 
Goble,  the  Rodent  Operator. 

Details  of  investigations,  treatments,  etc.,  carried  out 
in  the  year  under  review  are  as  follows: — 

Number  of  properties  visited: — 

Council  properties  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Dwellinghouses  (including  Council  Houses)  374 
Agricultural  premises  ...  ...  ...  26 

All  other  premises  (including  Business 

Premises)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  194 

Major  infestations  (rats)  discovered  and  treated  1 

Minor  infestations  (rats)  discovered  and  treated  303 

Minor  infestations  (mice)  discovered  and  treated  98 

(c)  12  wasps’  nests  and  5  bees’  nests  were  destroyed  during 
the  summer  and  autumn. 

Shops  Act,  1950 

The  number  of  shops  on  the  register  was  439  (441),  which 
vary  from  the  large  stores  to  numerous  small, family-owned 
businesses.  160  (145)  inspections  and  visits  were  made, 
mainly  of  a  routine  nature,  i.e.  contraventions,  advice,  alter¬ 
ations  to  premises,  and  other  matters  relevant  to  the  Act. 

Hairdressers  and  Barbers 

During  the  year  the  Council  adopted  Byelaws  under 
Section  77,  Public  Health  Act,  1961,  and  these  come  into  force 
on  1st  January,  1963.  The  proprietors  of  20  establishments 
in  the  Borough  carrying  on  this  trade  have  been  circularised 
and  supplied  with  the  Byelaws. 

Factories  Acts,  1937-59  and  1961 

There  were  122  (119)  premises  registered  as  factories  in 
the  Borough,  of  which  112  (109)  have  power  installed,  and  10 
(10)  have  none.  At  first  glance,  the  number  appears  large 
for  a  non-industrial  borough — actually  the  majority  are  small 
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factories,  employing  a  small  number  of  work-people:  however, 
several  larger  light  industries  have  recently  been  established, 
mainly  in  new  factories,  and  these  are  now  providing  employ¬ 
ment  for  a  fair  number  of  persons.  51  inspections  were 
carried  out,  at  which  10  contraventions  were  found,  of  which 
3  were  remedied  by  the  end  of  the  year. 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses  within 
the  Borough. 


Summary  of  Inspections  and  Visits 


Complaints  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

109 

Public  Health  Act  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

149 

Re-visits  to  Premises  under  Notice- 

-Public 

Health  Act 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

138 

Interviews  with  Owners,  Agents,  Builders,  etc.  ... 

608 

Work  in  Progress 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

248 

Insanitary  Houses  and  Rooms 

•  •  •  «  •  • 

32 

Verminous  Premises  or  Rooms 

•  •  •  *  •  • 

20 

National  Assistance  Act 

•  •  •  «  •  • 

7 

Infectious  Diseases  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

6 

Drainage  Inspections  and  Tests 

346 

Septic  Tanks,  Cesspools,  etc. 

•  .  •  .  .  . 

19 

Camping  Sites,  Caravans,  Tents  and  Houseboats 

61 

Stables,  Piggeries,  Poultry,  etc. 

♦  •  *  «  «  • 

15 

Factories,  with  Power 

•  •  «  •  •  • 

49 

Factories,  without  Power  ... 

♦  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

Workplaces 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

5 

Shops  Act 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

160 

Schools 

«  *  *  •  •  • 

5 

Foreshores,  Streams,  etc.  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

12 

Vacant  Land  and  Dumps  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

28 

Common  Yards  and  Passages 

•  •  •  »  •  • 

3 

Swimming  Pools 

•  ♦  •  •  •  • 

8 

Smoke  Nuisances 

5 

Rodent  Infestations 

•  •  •  «  •  • 

11 

Dangerous  Structures 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

22 

Miscellaneous  Visits 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 1 5 

Nuisances  Abated  and  Defects  Remedied 

Drains  and  Sec.  24,  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
Sewers  Cleared  of  Obstructions 
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Drains  and  Sec.  24,  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
Sewers  Repaired,  Reconstructed  or  Altered  ... 
Inspection  Chambers  Provided  or  Repaired 
Cesspools  Cleansed  or  Repaired 
W.C.s  Cleansed 
Smoke  Nuisances  Abated 
Offensive,  etc.,  Accumulations  Removed 
Animals — Nuisances  Abated 
Dirty  Premises  Cleansed 
Contraventions  Remedied  in  Factories,  etc. 
Contraventions  Remedied  in  Shops 
Dangerous  Structures  Made  Safe  or  Demolished 


39 

29 

5 

1 

1 

8 

3 

2 

5 
1 

6 


Section  II — Housing 

At  the  end  of  the  year  under  review,  the  number  of  the 
Council’s  housing  units  stood  at  674 — made  up  of  14  four- 
bedroomed,  397  three-bedroomed,  and  203  two-bedroomed 
houses;  28  one-bedroomed  flats  and  bungalows,  and  32  bed- 
sitting-room  units.  The  majority  of  these  units  are  situated 
on  housing  estates,  and  the  remainder,  mainly  comprising 
old  people’s  accommodation,  are  on  sites  convenient  to  the 
town  centre. 

Mr.  R.  Lugg,  the  Council’s  Housing  Manager,  reported 
that  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  waiting  list  of  applicants  for 
family  units  numbered  104.  This  figure  has  remained  about 
the  same  during  the  past  three  years,  during  which  time  no 
new  Council  houses  have  been  constructed,  except  for  two  new 
shops  with  flats  over  on  the  Binstead  Estate:  however,  before 
the  end  of  the  year,  the  construction  of  eight  houses  on  this 
Estate  had  commenced. 

The  situation  as  regards  accommodation  for  old  people 
has  become  more  acute,  and  there  were  38  (29)  couples  apply¬ 
ing  for  two-roomed  units,  and  71  (43)  persons  for  single  rooms. 
During  1962  it  has  not  been  possible  to  provide  any  additional 
dwellings  for  this  group  of  applicants,  but  the  Council’s 
housing  scheme  at  “Treefields”,  Binstead  Road,  which,  when 
completed  early  in  1964,  will  provide  an  additional  34  flatlets, 
one  bungalow  and  a  caretaker’s  bungalow,  will  be  a  consider¬ 
able  step,  at  least,  towards  reducing  the  waiting  list  of  single 
persons. 

Because  no  houses  were  built  to  re-house  occupants  who 
would  be  displaced  as  the  result  of  slum  clearance,  action 
during  the  year  has  been  almost  entirely  limited  to  dealing 
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with  those  houses  on  the  list  which  were  unoccupied  and  a  few 
properties  where  the  Housing  Committee  were  prepared  to 
re-liouse  the  occupants  in  existing  Council  houses  when  vacan¬ 
cies  arose.  Four  occupied  housing  units,  comprising  three 
houses  and  one  basement  flat,  were  represented  to  the  Council 
as  being  unfit  for  habitation,  and,  by  the  end  of  the  year,  a 
Closing  Order  had  been  made  in  respect  of  one  house  and  an 
Undertaking  to  carry  out  works  accepted  concerning  another. 
Three  houses  were  demolished.  Three  houses  and  one  base¬ 
ment  flat  were  made  fit,  and  two  Closing  Orders  and  two 
Undertakings  relating  to  these  properties  were  subsequently 
cancelled.  These  seven  dwellings  were  the  subject  of  action 
taken  prior  to  1962. 

The  Council's  Building  Inspector  reported  that  the 
building  industry  has  continued  to  be  very  fully  engaged ,  and 
that  the  Council  approved  278  building  plans  during  1962. 
64  private  houses  were  built,  thirteen  houses  were  converted 
to  provide  29  units,  and  one  building  not  previously  used  as  a 
dwelling  converted  into  a  house. 

The  number  of  Advances  to  local  residents  wishing  to 
purchase  their  houses  through  the  Council’s  S.D.A.A.  scheme 
during  the  year  was  91  (86) — this  figure  rises  steadily  each 
year.  In  addition,  17  (12)  Repair  Loans  were  advanced. 

During  the  year,  there  has  been  a  continued  interest  in 
the  Government’s  Improvement  Grant  schemes,  as  a  result  of 
which  30  (36)  Discretionary  Grants  and  15  (23)  Standard 
Grants  were  approved. 

Work  necessary  in  connection  with  the  Rent  Act,  1957, 
has  now  reduced  to  only  the  occasional  application.  Mr. 
Jordan  has  dealt  with  such  items,  and  action  taken  is  sum¬ 
marised  as  follows: — 

Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

Number  of  applications  for  certificates  ...  ...  3 

(inc.  1  subsequently  withdrawn) 

Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  ...  — 

Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under 

paragraph  5  of  the  First  Schedule  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Author¬ 
ity  under  proviso  to  paragraph  5  of  the  First 
Schedules  ... 

Number  of  certificates  issued 
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Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates 

Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority  for 

cancellation  of  certificates  ...  ...  ...  1 

Objection  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certifi¬ 
cates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite 

of  tenants'  objection  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  ...  1 

Application  for  Certificates  as  to  Remedying  Defects 

Number  of  applications  for  certificates 

(a)  from  tenants  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  from  landlords  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  certificates  issued  ...  ...  ...  — 

The  number  of  complaints  concerning  housing  defects 

dropped  appreciably,  and  this  has  reduced  somewhat  the  work 
carried  out,  which  is  reflected  in  the  numbers  of  visits  made. 
Our  liaison,  especially  in  the  form  of  personal  contact,  with 
owners,  agents  and  builders,  concerning  housing  matters,  has 
continued  to  be  good,  and  informal  notices  have  generally 
produced  reasonably  expeditious  and  satisfactory  results.  It 
was  only  necessary  in  two  instances  to  resort  to  formal  notices 
to  obtain  the  desired  result. 

Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  Year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  199 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  401 

Details  of  Inspections,  Visits,  etc. 

Complaints  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Public  Health  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Re-visits  to  Premises  under  Notice — Public  Health 

Act  100 

Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  128 

Re-visits  to  Premises  under  Notice — Housing  Acts  102 
Rent  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Interviews  with  Owners,  Agents,  Builders,  etc.  ...  889 

Water  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Overcrowding  .  6 

Miscellaneous  .  73 
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Nuisances  Abated  and  Defects  Remedied 

Chimneys  and  Stacks  Repaired 
Ceilings  Repaired,  Renewed  or  Provided 
Dampness  Abated  ... 

Doors  Repaired  or  Renewed 
Eaves  Gutters  Repaired,  Renewed  or  Provided 
Fireplaces  Repaired,  Renewed  or  Provided 
Floors  Repaired  or  Renewed 
Food  Stores  Provided 
Roofs  Repaired  or  Renewed 
Rainwater  Pipes  Repaired  or  Renewed 
Stairs  Repaired  or  Renewed 
Walls  (External)  Re-pointed  or  Repaired 
Walls  (Internal)  Repaired  ... 

Windows  Repaired  or  Renewed 
Natural  Lighting  Provided  or  Improved 
Ventilation  Provided 
New  Bathrooms  Provided 
New  W.C.’s  Provided 
W.C.  Compartments  Repaired 
W.C.  Pedestals  Provided  ... 

W.C.  Cisterns  Provided,  Repaired  or  Renewed 
Wash-hand  Basins  Provided 
Hot  Water  Supplies  Provided 
New  Dustbins  Provided 


2 

9 

37 

12 

8 

1 

11 

10 

23 
4 
1 
6 

13 

24 
3 
1 

14 
18 

6 

19 

2 

17 

16 

3 


Section  III — Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  again  give  a  satisfactory  report  as 
regards  standards  of  maintenance  and  hygiene  in  the  343 
(350)  food  premises  operating  in  the  Borough.  This  is  a 
branch  of  the  Department’s  duties  which,  if  frequent  routine 
inspections  were  maintained  of  all  the  premises,  would 
necessitate  the  attention  of  a  full-time  inspector.  However, 
such  is  not  the  case,  and  only  limited  time  has  been  available. 
511  visits  and  inspections  have  been  made,  a  good  proportion 
of  which  were  to  ensure  that  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
were  being  observed.  Food  traders  have  generally  been  very 
conscious  of  their  responsibilities,  and  provided  service  of  a 
high  order.  No  complaints  were  lodged  by  the  general  public 
against  local  food  premises  in  respect  of  hygiene  standards, 
although  this  is  not  to  say  that  there  is  not  room  for  further 
improvements.  In  particular,  I  am  not  satisfied  that  all 
traders  are  fully  conversant  with  the  correct  operation  of  their 
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freezing  cabinets  and  refrigerators  and  the  recommended 
methods  of  storage  of  frozen  foods. 

Only  three  complaints  were  received  concerning  extran¬ 
eous  matters  in  foodstuffs,  all  of  which  concerned  bakery 
products.  These  were  fully  investigated,  and  warning  letters 
to  the  manufacturers  concerned  were  issued  by  the  Public 
Health  Committee. 


Meat  Inspection 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  within  the  Borough:  the 
bulk  of  fresh  meat  supplies  comes  from  slaughterhouses  at 
Newport  and  nearby  counties,  and  two  wholesale  imported 
meat  distribution  depots  have  now  been  established  in  the 
Borough.  Quality  of  both  home  and  imported  meat  has  been 
high,  and  the  amount  which  has  had  to  be  condemned  has  been 
small.  Very  little  of  the  fish  sold  is  locally  caught,  the  bulk 
coming  from  the  recognised  ports,  and  quality  standards  were 
good. 

The  following  quantities  of  meat  were  condemned  as 
unfit: — 

Meat  (Home  Killed)  ...  461b. 

Meat  (Imported)  ...  541b. 

Poultry  ...  ...  141b. 


Condemned  Foods 

The  quantity  of  tinned  and  packaged  foods  condemend 
during  the  year  is  set  out  below.  All  such  food  was  disposed 
of  at  the  Council’s  tip,  where  it  was  dumped  with  the  first 
refuse  of  the  day  at  the  bottom  of  the  tip. 

Bacon  ...  ...  ...  651b. 

Cooked  Meats  ...  681b. 

Lard  ...  ...  ...  211b. 

Frozen  Eggs  ...  ...  141b. 

Meat,  Milk,  Fruit,  Veget¬ 
ables,  Fish,  etc.  ...  1,536(1,576) 

tins,  jars  and 
bottles 


Food  Analysis 

During  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1963,  the  Food  & 
Drugs  Authority  (I.W.  County  Council)  officials  took  samples 
of  various  food  commodities,  and  submitted  them  for  analysis, 
and  the  Chief  Officer  has  supplied  the  reports  thereon,  which 
are  as  follows: — 


Milk 
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Number  of  Samples 


Type 

Appropriate  tests 

Passed  Failed 

T.T.  (Raw) 

Fat 

31 

1 

Solids-not-fat 

31 

1 

Methylene  blue 

109 

26 

Pasteurised 

Fat 

13 

— 

Solids-not-fat 

12 

1 

Methylene  blue 

36 

1 

Other  Foods 

Phosphatase 

Samples 

37 

Article 

No.  of  samples  adulterated 

or 

Remarks 

Sampled 

obtained  otherwise  irregular 

Sausages 

12  3 

(1)  Unde¬ 
clared  SOo 

(2)  Slightly 
deficient  in 
meat  content 

Soft  Drinks 

2  — 

— 

Double  Cream  3  — 

— 

Ice-Cream 

5  — 

— 

Whisky 

4  — 

— 

Fruit  Salad 

1  1 

Label  unsatis 
factory 

Totals 

27  4 

— 

Milk  Supplies 

31  (32)  distributors  are  registered,  and  9  (10)  premises 
registered  as  dairies.  All  milk  sold  is  designated,  the  bulk 
of  which  is  pasteurised  and  supplied  from  a  factory  in  Newport, 
and  the  remainder  is  pasteurised  in  a  small  plant  operated  by 
a  local  dairyman.  All  sampling  is  undertaken  by  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Authority. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  Section  16. 

Premises  registered  under  the  above  Act  and  Section, 
and  which  comply  with  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1960,  are: — 

Registered  for  the  Manufacture  of  Sausages  and/or 

Preserved  Foods  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Registered  for  the  Manufacture,  Storage/Sale  of 

Ice-Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  137 
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Ice-Cream 

135  premises  are  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of 
ice-cream,  the  majority  of  which  are  shops  which  sell  only 
wrapped  ice-cream  manufactured  by  the  national  producers, 
and  supplied  from  their  distribution  depots  on  the  Island. 
The  ice-cream  industry  has  an  excellent  national  record  for 
the  quality  and  safety  of  its  products,  and  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  proprietors  of  the  three  small,  well-equipped  factories 
in  Ryde  which  produce  ice-cream  products  likewise  take  all 
steps  to  maintain  such  standards:  two  of  these  also  operate 
motor  vehicles  from  which  ice-cream  is  sold  in  all  parts  of  the 
Island. 

Bakehouses 

There  are  16  (16)  bakehouses  operating,  none  of  which 
is  underground.  Except  for  two  Companies,  these  are  mainly 
small  bakehouse  and  shop  businesses,  selling  their  flour 
products  from  the  shop.  Both  the  Companies  referred  to 
have  a  large  production  capacity,  the  one  at  Binstead,  which 
is  fully  mechanised  and  still  expanding,  being  the  largest  on 
the  Island. 

Licensed  Premises 

The  61  licensed  premises  in  the  Borough  received  inspec¬ 
tions  during  the  year.  All  are  equipped  to  meet  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  and  several 
of  the  old  licensed  houses  have  been  improved,  especially 
as  regards  provision  of  toilet  accommodation. 

Details  of  Inspections,  Visits,  etc. 


Complaints  . .. 

•  •  •  •  »  • 

22 

Interviews  with  Owners,  Agents,  Builders,  etc.  ... 

132 

Re-visits  to  Premises  under  Notice- 

-Food  and 

Drugs  Act  ... 

24 

Butchers’  Shops 

22 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 

5 

Greengrocers 

o 

o 

Grocers  and  Other  Food  Shops 

33 

Bakehouses 

16 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

6 

Dairies 

6 

Dairy  Farms 

4 

Ice-Cream  Premises 

24 

Restaurants  and  Kitchens  ... 

30 

Food  Stalls  ... 

6 

Food  Factories 

31 

31 


Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Hotels  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Food  Enforcement  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Infestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  Food  Premises  in  which  Contraventions  Remedied: 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Grocers  and  Other  Food  Shops  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ice-Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Restaurants  and  Kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Hotels  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Summary  of  Notices  Served  (Sections  I,  II  and  III) 

Public  Health  Act  (Informal)  ...  ...  ...  65 

Public  Health  Act  (Formal)  ...  ...  ...  2 

Housing  Act  (Formal)  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Factories  Act  (Mechanical  Power)  ...  ...  8 

Factories  Act  (Non-Power)  ...  ...  ...  2 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 


Section  IV — Miscellaneous 

This  section  briefly  explains  the  growing  list  of  duties 
also  carried  out,  which  are  outside  those  set  out  in  the  Public 
Health  Officers  Regulations,  1959. 

Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts,  1928  and  1936. 

With  the  rapid  expansion  of  the  motor  industry  generally, 
duties  and  responsibilities  regarding  storage,  etc.,  of  petroleum 
spirit  are  increasing.  During  1962/63,  commencing  1st  May, 
1962,  35  premises  were  licensed  for  the  storage  of  petroleum 
spirit.  (Total  gallonage:  44,300).  In  addition,  12  Petroleum 
Mixtures  licences  were  issued.  65  visits  were  made  to  the 
petroleum  establishments  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  that 
the  Act  and  Regulations  were  being  complied  with  and  to 
supervise  any  repairs  or  improvements  carried  out. 

Shops  Act — Closing  Hours. 

The  Department  is  responsible  for  the  compliance  with 
“hours  of  closing”  by  shops  within  the  Borough,  as  required 
by  the  Shops  Act  and  several  operative  Closing  Orders  made 
by  the  Council. 
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Hackney  Carriages  and  Drivers 

The  local  byelaws  governing  hackney  carriages  licensed 
to  ply  for  hire  on  the  Council’s  stands  are  administered  by 
the  health  department,  and  this  necessitated  91  inspections 
of  the  34  licensed  vehicles. 

40  drivers  for  these  vehicles  are  also  licensed  by  the 
Council  and  subject  to  similar  surveillance. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Four  pet  shops  are  licensed  by  the  Council,  and  these 
have  been  operated  in  accordance  with  their  conditions  of 
licence.  The  Council  required  the  proprietors  to  supply 
pamphlets  with  animals  sold,  advising  on  their  care. 

Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act,  1952 

Mr.  Jordan  is  the  Council’s  officer  responsible  for  this 
Act,  which  required  occasional  observation  of  shops  selling 
electric,  gas  and  oil  fires,  particular  attention  being  given  to 
second-hand  appliances.  He  also  carried  out  a  survey  of  the 
Council’s  housing  accommodation  for  old  people,  comprising 
58  units,  following  upon  which  the  Housing  Committee  decided 
to  provide  suitable  fireguards  therein. 

Oil  Heaters  Regulations,  1962 

Mr.  Jordan  is  also  the  officer  responsible  in  respect  of  these 
Regulations,  and  he  has  contacted  persons  selling  appliances 
which  are  subject  to  the  Regulations. 

Lectures,  etc. 

During  the  year,  Mr  Jordan  has  continued  to  assist  in 
the  training  of  student  nurses  of  the  I.W.  Group  Hospital 
Management  Committee  by  giving  series  of  lectures  and 
demonstrations  on  Public  Health  subjects  included  in  their 
examinations  syllabus. 

Educational  Activities 

I  attended  the  Annual  Conference  of  Public  Health 
Inspectors,  held  at  Southport,  in  September,  as  the  Council’s 
delegate,  and  I  have  also  attended  a  week’s  course  for  Public 
Health  Inspectors  at  the  Civil  Defence  Staff  College.  Mr. 
Jordan  attended  a  Week-end  School  held  at  Oxford,  in  March, 
organised  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors’  Association, 


